Turn To God
Samuel 1:1-8

1 There was a man named Elkanah who lived in Ramabh in the
region of Zuph in the hill country of Ephraim. He was the son
of Jeroham, son of Elihu, son of Tohu, son of Zuph, of
Ephraim. 2 Elkanah had two wives, Hannah and Peninnah.
Peninnah had children, but Hannah did not.

3 Each year Elkanah would travel to Shiloh to worship and
sacrifice to the Lord of Heaven’s Armies at the Tabernacle.
The priests of the Lord at that time were the two sons of Eli—
Hophni and Phinehas. 4 On the days Elkanah presented his
sacrifice, he would give portions of the meat to Peninnah and
each of her children. 5 And though he loved Hannah, he
would give her only one choice portion because the Lord had
given her no children. 6 So Peninnah would taunt Hannah
and make fun of her because the Lord had kept her from
having children. 7 Year after year it was the same—Peninnah
would taunt Hannah as they went to the Tabernacle. Each
time, Hannah would be reduced to tears and would not even
eat. 8 “Why are you crying, Hannah?” Elkanah would ask.
“Why aren’t you eating? Why be downhearted just because
you have no children? You have me—isn’t that better than
having ten sons?”

1. When you aren’t in control, you can cry out to the God
who hears.



9 After they had eaten and drunk in Shiloh, Hannah rose.
Now Eli the priest was sitting on the seat beside the doorpost
of the temple of the Lord. 10 She was deeply distressed and
prayed to the Lord and wept bitterly. 11 And she vowed a vow
and said, “O Lord of hosts, if you will indeed look on the
affliction of your servant and remember me and not forget
your servant, but will give to your servant a son, then | will
give him to the Lord all the days of his life, and no razor shall
touch his head.”

15 But Hannah answered, “No, my lord, | am a woman
troubled in spirit. | have drunk neither wine nor strong drink,
but | have been pouring out my soul before the Lord. 16Do
not regard your servant as a worthless woman, for all along |
have been speaking out of my great anxiety and vexation.”

2. You can worship God before you see the miracle.

19 Then they rose early in the morning and worshiped before
the Lord, and returned and came to their house at Ramah.
And Elkanah knew Hannah his wife, and the Lord
remembered her. 20 So it came to pass in the process of time
that Hannah conceived and bore a son, and called his name
Samuel, saying, “Because | have asked for him from the
Lord.”

3. You can let go and trust God with what is precious to you.

21 The man Elkanah and all his house went up to offer to the
Lord the yearly sacrifice and to pay his vow. 22 But Hannah
did not go up, for she said to her husband, “As soon as the
child is weaned, | will bring him, so that he may appear in the
presence of the Lord and dwell there forever.” 23 Elkanah her



husband said to her, “Do what seems best to you; wait until
you have weaned him; only, may the Lord establish his
word.” So the woman remained and nursed her son until she
weaned him. ..

25 Then they slaughtered the bull, and they brought the child
to Eli. 26 And she said, “Oh, my lord! As you live, my lord, |
am the woman who was standing here in your presence,
praying to the Lord. 27 For this child | prayed, and the Lord
has granted me my petition (request) that | made to him. 28
Therefore | have lent him to the Lord. As long as he lives, he
is lent to the Lord.”

4. Even if we have a good plan, God’s plan is better.

Sam. 2:21

And the Lord blessed Hannah, and she conceived and gave
birth to three sons and two daughters. Meanwhile, Samuel
grew up in the presence of the Lord.

Ending Verse

Isaiah 55:8-9 “My thoughts are nothing like your thoughts,
says the Lord. And my ways are far beyond anything you
could imagine. 9 For just as the heavens are higher than the
earth, so my ways are higher than your ways

and my thoughts higher than your thoughts. Some trust in
chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of the
Lord our God.”



